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Reel-to-Reel Tape Machine 
of the Year
United Home Audio Ultima5 OPS-DC
$34,500, ($41,000 with OPS-DC outboard DC power supply) 

Product
ofthe
Year
Awards

While current analog technology (particularly S Audio’s near-massless Grand 
Master Extreme optical cartridge and ES-001 centering device) has brought LP 
playback considerably closer to the sound of tape, there is still a gap, which the 
latest iteration of Greg Beron’s Ultima Series tape decks, the Ultima5 OPS- C, 
consistently reveals and exploits. Of course, much depends on the quality of 
the tape transfer. But, at their best (or even a little bit short of their best), 15ips 
reel-to-reel tapes can be astonishingly realistic sounding, provided that the 
tape deck is also rst rate. The United Home Audio Ultima5 with OPS- C power 
supply is precisely that rst rate. With parts and circuitry derived from Greg’s 
$90k Super eck, the Ultima 5 is more neutral in balance with better reach and 
dynamic impact in the bottom octaves, a wider, deeper soundstage, tighter 
imaging, higher resolution, and fuller, more accurate, natural, and continuous 
reproduction of the dynamic/harmonic envelope than previous Ultimas. If 
you’re in the market for a great, full-si ed, playback-only, 15ips tape deck (and 
don’t want to bet the farm on a no-holds-barred UHA Super eck), the Ultima5 
OPS- C would unquestionably be the unit JV recommends and is unquestion-
ably worthy of TAS’ Reel-to-Reel Tape Machine of the Year Award. (338)

Tube Power Ampli er 
of the Year
McIntosh MC451
$28,000/pr.

McIntosh’s new MC451 is something new a stereo tube ampli er and a stereo solid-state 
ampli er in one chassis. The MC451 is designed for bi-amping a tube amp for the midrange 
and highs and a solid-state ampli er for the lows and lower midrange. The idea is to get the 
best of tube sound while also exploiting the best of solid-state. Most past e orts to get the best 
out of both tube and transistor technology used a high-level input to drive a tube preamp that 
then drove a solid-state power ampli er or a separate crossover connected to two separate 
ampli ers. The MC451 uses a single input and tube gain stage to drive a crossover to a separate 
150-watt tube power amp for the midrange and treble and to a 300-watt solid-state amp for 
the bass and lower midrange both on the same chassis. AHC has heard enough systems and 
recordings to know that the midrange and treble nuances provided by the MC451 will improve 
the musicality of a substantial number of high-end rigs and suit the personal taste of a wide 
range of audiophiles. (341)


